AMI-EAA 2017 Summer
Conference

Mechanics in the Cosmic
Classroom
Join the AMI Elementary Alumni Association for our annual
summer gathering. Come to be refreshed, gain inspiration, and
connect with our vibrant community!

July 9-14, 2017 ~ Furman University ~ Greenville, SC
The Mechanics of Fostering the Better Side of Human Nature
Presented by Amy Eshelby & Nora McNamara

This presentation will introduce the work of Dr. Ross Greene, the originator of the
Collaborative Problem Solving approach - now called Collaborative & Proactive
Solutions - to improving relationships, bettering communication, and solving problems
with the children we work with. During our time together we will work in small groups to
role-play scenarios we experience every day in the classroom, followed by practical and
hands-on time to learn Dr. Greene’s process of collaboration. You will leave with tools to
collaboratively and proactively approach the challenging situations we face in our work.

Registration form available to download at www.ami-eaa.org
A Well-Oiled Classroom Machine:
Management Mechanics and
Systems Strategies
Presented by Shannon Welsh
Classroom systems are the oil that helps the
Montessori classroom machine function effectively!
Many systems are in place to support the children’s
self-construction and help us feel that sense of flow
that comes within the hum of a smoothly running
engine. Some of these systems are put in place by
the guide and some are created by the children;
some of our systems are working really well for
both children and adults, and some are not! This
presentation will carefully consider the ways we can
structure our prepared environment and classroom
management to support the children’s work and
remove obstacles to their self-construction. We will
discuss how the guide might make changes to
existing systems and break “bad habits,” as well as
how the children might become more involved in
the management of classroom systems. Topics
covered will include: classroom jobs and
community service, the science and art areas, time
management, and goal setting.

Movement: Man and Machine
Presented by Erin Higinbottom & Nicole Fedorow-Rehder
Mario Montessori identified movement, exploration, and orientation as human
tendencies. This presentation will briefly review how movement aids in the
development of the 0-3 and 3-6 year old child, and more closely examine how we meet
the intellectual and spiritual needs of the elementary child through movement in a
prepared environment. We will examine the essential elements of movement,
collaboration and exploration, as the building blocks of dynamic follow-up work in a
Montessori elementary classroom. We will put away the pencils and paper and think of
ways to make follow-up less about the product and more about the process.

