
 

2019 U.S. Summer Conference 
Nourishing the Peaceful Revolution 

June 30 - July 5, 2019 
Kettunen Center ~ Tustin, Michigan

This summer’s U.S. conference will be held at the 
Kettunen Center, located on 153 acres of rolling 

hills and forests along a beautiful lakefront in Tustin, 
Michigan. Surrounded by beauty and tranquility in a 

natural setting, there are many opportunities to 
unwind and explore while enjoying the company of 

fellow EAA members.  

Lodging is available in either hotel-style or bunk-
style rooms, with topnotch food service and many 

communal meeting spaces for relaxation, 
recreation, and learning. 

Join the AMI Elementary Alumni Association for our 
annual summer gathering. Come to be refreshed, gain 
inspiration, and connect with our vibrant community! 

Registration will be available through 
the EAA website soon!  

www.ami-eaa.org 

Questions? Please contact:  

Rachel Eberhard 
Conference Coordinator, AMI-EAA 

events@ami-eaa.org 



Making It up as We Go Along! : 
Exploring and Exploding the Brain Through Improvisational Theatre  
with Lisa Thauvette 
Improvisational theatre is not just for laughs as an audience member, but is also an 
inspiring and mind-bending experience as a participant. Montessori and improv share 
the tenet of bringing the brain to our highest level of functioning by fostering empathy, 
connection, and appreciation for another’s contribution. This interactive workshop will 
introduce the basic principles of improvisation and how this can be linked to extending 
student learning in the Elementary classroom as well as professional development for 
staff. Through large and small group activities the participants will play, experiment, 
and push their own comfort level, while feeling supported and appreciated along the 
way.  

Montessori Pathway to Peace through Social and Environmental Justice  
with Judith Cunningham  
This presentation will describe the Montessori Path to Peace through videos, case studies and 
lecture. Montessori principles and practices in the elementary and adolescent curriculum 
reveal the underpinnings for peace during this critical period for the development of social 
justice. Cosmic Education for the elementary student implicitly promotes the concept of 
peace through common ancestry, unity in diversity, interdependence, and cosmic task. The 
Montessori adolescent community continues and expands the work of the elementary; 
adolescents refine core values and their unique contribution to the world. Adolescent are in 
search of a mission that will help them understand their vocation and make a difference in the 
world. Together these steps create the new humanity committed to civic responsibility and 
capable of peace. 

Developing Reason: Principles for Guiding Our Only Tool for the Discovery of Truth 
with Justin Chapian  
In this talk we will take a deep look into the reasoning mind of the elementary child by 
clarifying what reason is, how it develops, and suggestions for daily practice in the classroom 
to promote the development of reason. We will begin by defining reason, what is it and what 
it is not, and clarifying what we mean when we say the reasoning mind. We will answer the 
question, “What is truth and how do we know it?” by looking at different ways humans 
validate knowledge and how the children in our own classrooms experience this. This talk 
requires no specialized knowledge and is only meant to deepen our understanding of what 
reason is, why it is important, and how we can help its development.  



What Would I Teach if I were not Afraid?  
with Sheri Bishop 
This workshop is designed to compare the views of Maria Montessori with those of 
James Baldwin, African American author, playwright, educator, and civil rights activist, 
regarding how we teachers can prepare ourselves for implementing social justice 
curricula in our classrooms. As a Montessori teacher that believes in an anti-bias, anti-
racial approach to education, my aspiration to implement this type of curriculum was at 
times greater than what I did in reality. Some of us may not know where to start. Using 
the article “A Talk to Teachers”, Baldwin 1963, as the work, the group will come to know 
more about the activist, scholar, and writer named James Baldwin and why his 
thoughts on education for children of color are still relevant in today’s turbulent times 
and how they parallel to those of Maria Montessori. Participants will gain a greater 
understanding of why honest self-reflection and participation in courageous 
conversations must happen if our children, all children, are to move past the painful  
legacy of our American history. Regarding implementation of Anti-bias/Anti-racist 
curricula, asking ourselves, “What Would I Do If I Were Not Afraid” can lead to self-
reflection and self-awareness, and growth beyond the implicit biases and stereotypes 
we all possess. Owning our true racial feelings and beliefs, and working to make 
changes as needed, can help us claim/reclaim our Montessori classrooms for universal 
liberation.  

Reclaiming True American History in the Montessori Classroom  
with Sheri Bishop 
“Joy, feeling one’s own value, being appreciated and loved by others, feeling 
useful and capable of production are all factors of enormous value for the 
human soul”--- Maria Montessori. Though laws have been changed in America, history 
bears out that this sense of value and appreciation and love that Maria Montessori 
speaks of has not been extended to all Americans. The idea below expressed by 
James Baldwin in 1963 is, unfortunately, still relevant in 2018. “What is upsetting the 
country is a sense of its own identity. If, for example, one managed to change the 
curriculum in all the schools so that Negroes learned more about themselves and their 
real contributions to this culture, you would be liberating not only Negroes, you’d be 
liberating white people who know nothing about their own history.” This thought can 
surely be expanded to include Indigenous people. At the heart of cosmic education is 
the idea that understanding the whole allows us to discover the value of its parts. By 
illuminating the stories of diverse groups and individuals, we can tell a more 
meaningful story – about the tapestry of time, even when these stories are personal 
and painful.


